Scholarly Book Review Essay            System & Policy Due 03/02/20 5:00 p.m. Central Time 

The book review assignment requires you to provide a scholarly analysis of the Out of Control Book. 

Out-of-Control System and Polic.pdf

Mears, Daniel P.  (2017).  Out-of-Control Criminal Justice:  The Systems Improvement Solution for More 
Safety, Justice, Accountability, and Efficiency.  New York:  Cambridge University Press. ISBN  978-1316614044


Book review example:
book review example.pdf

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Instructions 
Min   2,250-2,700 words -  5 scholarly journal articles 

[bookmark: _GoBack]
It seems several students are not clear about what kind of articles they should use in the book review. You are required to use (at least five) scholarly journal articles. There is a difference between journal articles and other articles. See the following link:
https://libguides.lamar.edu/c.php?g=599576&p=4166523

While this is for biology, the concept is still the same in the social sciences. Peer reviewed articles or scholarly articles have gone through a thorough vetting process where they are scrutinized more closely. 

By now you should have started reading the Out of Control book and looking for articles to support (or refute) major points made by Mears and identifying concepts or important issues you will highlight in your book review. Most importantly,  read the book review example, and identify peer reviewed articles to support or refute those important concepts or issues you will focus on. You need at least 5 peer reviewed articles for the assignment, however a well written book review on a book like Mears' will need more than five, just a thought

Scholarly Book Review – The final component of this course is for you to read one of the assigned books, Out-of-Control Criminal Justice, and write a scholarly book review. For this assignment, you must cite at least five peer-reviewed articles, not books, in your review. The articles students cite should be relevant and timely (e.g. no older than say 2010, unless they are considered to ‘classics’). Your scholarly book review must be between 2,250 to 2,700 words. For this assignment, you need to do more than merely provide merely provide a synopsis of the book. Rather, provide a scholarly analysis of the book and explain what, if anything, it contributes to our understanding of criminal justice policy. Students who do a particularly good job with this assignment will be encouraged to submit their work to a scholarly journal. 

All scholarly book reviews will be submitted either by the student or the instructor to Safe for originality in order to ensure that there is not any forms of plagiarism, either deliberate or accidental. It must be evident that all papers are original works. If a Safe report reveals any evidence of plagiarism, the paper will not be graded and will be assigned a "zero." Students should visit with the instructor before the assignment is due if they have any questions about this.

Also, if a student fails to cite at least five peer-reviewed journal articles and include these in the references at the end of the book review, it will incur an automatic penalty of twenty points.
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